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Evening Prayer on the Feast of Saint Mary the Virgin

forth, all generations shall call me blessed."

The honor paid
to Mary, the
virgin mother of
Jesus Christ our
Lord and God,
goes back to the
earliest days of
the Church.
Indeed, it goes
back further, for
even before the
birth of her Son,
Mary
prophesied,
"From this time

The New Testament records several incidents from the life of the Virgin: her
betrothal to Joseph, the Annunciation by the angel Gabriel that she was to
bear the Messiah, her Visitation to Elizabeth the mother of John the Baptist,
the Nativity of our Lord, the visits of the shepherds and the magi, the
Presentation of the infant Jesus in the Temple at the age of forty days, the
flight into Egypt, the Passover visit to the Temple when Jesus was twelve,
[Matthew 1:16,18-25; 2; Luke 1:26-56; 2]; the wedding at Cana in Galilee and
the performance of her Son's first miracle at her intercession [John 2:1-11], the
occasions when observers said, "How can this man be special? We know his
family!" [Matthew 13:54-56 = Mark 6:1-3 = Luke 4:22; also John 6:42], an
occasion when she came with others to see him while he was preaching
[Matthew 12:46-50 = Mark 3:31-35 = Luke 8:19-21], her presence at the foot
of the Cross, where Jesus commends her to the care of the Beloved Disciple
[John 19:25-27], and her presence with the apostles in the upper room after
the Ascension, waiting for the promised Spirit [Acts 1:14]. She is thus seen to
be present at most of the chief events of her Son's life.
Besides Jesus himself, only two humans are mentioned by name in the Creeds.
One is Pontius Pilate, Roman procurator of Judea from 26 to 36 AD. That
Jesus was crucified by order of Pontius Pilate pins down the date of his death
within a few years, and certifies that we are not talking, like the worshippers of
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Tammuz or Adonis, about a personification
or symbol of the annual death and
resurrection of the crops. His death is an
event in history, something that really
happened. The other name is that of Mary.
The Creeds say that Christ was "born of the
virgin Mary." That is to say, they assert on
the one hand that he was truly and fully
human, born of a woman and not
descended from the skies like an angel. On
the other hand, by telling us that his
mother was a virgin they exclude the
theory that he was simply an ordinary man
who was so virtuous that he eventually, at
his baptism, became filled with the Spirit of
God. His virgin birth attests to the fact that
he was always more than merely human, always one whose presence among us
was in itself a miracle, from the first moment of his earthly existence. In Mary,
Virgin and Mother, God gives us a sign that Jesus is both truly God and truly
Man.
Little is known of the life of the Virgin Mary except insofar as it intersects with
the life of her Son, and there is an appropriateness in this. The Scriptures
record her words to the angel Gabriel, to her kinswoman Elizabeth, to her Son
on two occasions. But the only recorded saying of hers to what may be called
ordinary, run-of-the-mill hearers is her instruction to the servants at the
wedding feast, to whom she says simply, indicating her Son, "Whatever he
says to you, do it."
This we may take to be the summation of her message to the world. If we
listen to her, she will tell us, "Listen to Him. Listen to my Son. Do what He
tells you." When we see her, we see her pointing to her Son. If our regard for
the Blessed Virgin does not have the immediate effect of turning our attention
from her to the One whom she carried in her womb for nine months and
suckled at her breast, to the Incarnate God, the Word made flesh, then we may
be sure that it is not the kind of regard that she seeks. A right regard for her
will always direct us to Him Who found in her His first earthly dwelling-place.
by James Kiefer
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Evening Prayer
Saint Mary the Virgin, Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Monday, August 15, 2022

Service of Light
All stand, and the Officiant says:
People:

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one
lights a lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for
everyone in the house. And you, like the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men,
so that they may see the good you do, and give glory to your Father in
heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16
The Officiant then says:

Let us pray.
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Officiant says:

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. John 4:23

Confession of Sin
The Officiant then says:

Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by
his infinite goodness and mercy.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
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have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Officiant stands and say:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant
Lord, open our lips.
People
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.

O Gracious Light
Phos hilaron
Officiant: O gracious Light,

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
Psalm 34

Benedicam Dominum
Lector: 1 I will bless the LORD at all times; *
his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
2 I will glory in the LORD; *
let the humble hear and rejoice.
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD;
let us exalt his Name together.
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me *
and delivered me out of all my terror.
5 Look upon him and be radiant, *
5

Evening Prayer on the Feast of Saint Mary the Virgin  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

and let not your faces be ashamed.
I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me *
and saved me from all my troubles.
The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, *
and he will deliver them.
Taste and see that the LORD is good; *
happy are they who trust in him!
Fear the LORD, you that are his saints, *
for those who fear him lack nothing.
The young lions lack and suffer hunger, *
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good.
Come, children, and listen to me; *
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
Who among you loves life *
and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?
Keep your tongue from evil-speaking *
and your lips from lying words.
Turn from evil and do good; *
seek peace and pursue it.
The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, *
and his ears are open to their cry.
The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, *
to root out the remembrance of them from the earth.
The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them *
and delivers them from all their troubles.
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted *
and will save those whose spirits are crushed.
Many are the troubles of the righteous, *
but the LORD will deliver him out of them all.
He will keep safe all his bones; *
not one of them shall be broken.
Evil shall slay the wicked, *
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
The LORD ransoms the life of his servants, *
and none will be punished who trust in him.
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.

Readings
A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Isaiah 61:10-11

Lector: A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to
spring up before all the nations.
Canticle A Song in Praise of Wisdom
Officiant: Wisdom is a reflection of eternal light, *

a flawless mirror of God’s activity,
an image of divine goodness.
Though Wisdom is only one, *
she can accomplish everything;
remaining self-contained, *
she transforms all around her.
In every generation *
Wisdom enlightens holy souls,
making them friends of God, *
making them prophets.
For God loves nothing so much *
as the person who lives with Wisdom.
She is more radiant than the sun, *
and outshines every constellation.
She excels daylight by far, for day is eclipsed by night; *
but evil does not overshadow Wisdom.
She spans the earth from pole to pole *
and orders all things well.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Second Reading

Galatians 4:4-7

Lector: A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Galatia.

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir, through God.
Reader

Here ends the Reading.

Canticle N

A Song of God’s Love
Officiant: Beloved, let us love one another, *
for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, *
for God is Love.
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *
that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Jesus Christ.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *
and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.
Beloved, since God loved us so much, *
we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *
and God’s love will be perfected in us.
Gospel Reading

Luke 9:28-36

Lector: A Reading from Luke.

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations
will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his
name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has
brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to
Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Canticle J

A Song of Judith
Lector: I will sing a new song to my God, *

for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible.
Let the whole creation serve you, *
for you spoke and all things came into being.
You sent your breath and it formed them, *
no one is able to resist your voice.
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, *
rocks melt like wax at your presence.
But to those who fear you, *
you continue to show mercy.
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, *
but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever.
Homily

Fr. Thomas C., Jackson

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers
Officiant
Hear our cry, O God.
People
And listen to our prayer.
Officiant
Let us pray.
Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant and People say responsively

B.
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great
judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of NN. and all
your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
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Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

O God, you have taken to yourself the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your
incarnate Son: Grant that we, who have been redeemed by his blood, may share
with her the glory of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Commemoration of Proper 14
You must be prepared for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
V. Let my prayer, O Lord, be set forth.
R. In your sight as incense.
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right,
that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Saturdays
O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for
you, that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the
morrow give you glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Protection
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor,
and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and
humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the
morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in
the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed
in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary,
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your
love’s sake. Amen.
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Office Hymn
Hymnal 54

Savior of the nations, come

Intercessions
A Prayer for Social Justice
Lector Almighty God, you have created us in your own image: Grant us grace fearlessly
to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may
reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our
communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
A Prayer for the Oppressed
Lector Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with
injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us.
Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their
lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant
that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Officiant

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Announcements
All hymns are played by our church musician during worship are presented as an accompaniment to congregational singing and are used by
permission through ONE LICENSE: 734183. In this service: H 54 — Words: Sts. 3-4 © 1982, James Warring McCrady. All Rights Reserved.
International Copyright Secured. Used by permission.

13

