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The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
We learn about John the Baptist from references
to his birth in the first chapter of Luke,
references to his preaching and his martyrdom in
the Gospels, and references in Josephus to his
preaching and martyrdom, references which are
consistent with the New Testament ones.
According to the Jewish historian Josephus,
John the Baptist was a Jewish preacher in the
time of Pontius Pilate (AD 26-36). He called the
people to repentance and to a renewal of their
covenant relation with God. He was imprisoned
and eventually put to death by Herod Antipas for
denouncing Herod's marriage to Herodias, the
wife of his still-living brother Philip.
Luke begins his Gospel by describing an aged,
devout, childless couple, the priest Zechariah and
his wife Elizabeth. As Zechariah is serving in the
Temple, he sees the angel Gabriel, who tells him
that he and his wife will have a son who will be a great prophet, and will go before the
Lord "like Elijah." Zechariah went home, and his wife conceived. About six months later,
Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary, a kinswoman of Elizabeth, and told her that she
was about to bear a son who would be called Son of the Most High, a king whose
kingdom would never end. Thus Elizabeth gave birth to John, and Mary gave birth six
months later to Jesus.
After describing the birth of John, Luke says that he grew, and "was in the wilderness
until the day of his showing to Israel." The people of the Qumran settlement, which
produced the Dead Sea Scrolls, sometime use the term "living in the wilderness" to refer
to residing in their community at Qumran near the Dead Sea. Accordingly, it has been
suggested that John spent some of his early years being educated at Qumran.
All of the gospels tell us that John preached and baptized beside the Jordan river, in the
wilderness of Judea. He called on his hearers to repent of their sins, be baptized, amend
their lives, and prepare for the coming of the Kingship of God. He spoke of one greater
than himself who was to come after. Jesus came to be baptized, and John told some of
his disciples, "This is the man I spoke of." After His baptism by John, Jesus began to
preach, and attracted many followers. In fact, many who had been followers of John left
him to follow Jesus. Some of John's followers resented this, but he told them: "This is as
it should be. My mission is to proclaim the Christ. The groomsman, the bridegroom's
friend, who makes the wedding arrangements for the bridegroom, is not jealous of the
bridegroom. No more am I of Jesus. He must increase, and I must decrease." (John
3:22-30)
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John continued to preach, reproving sin and calling on everyone to repent. King Herod
Antipas had divorced his wife and taken Herodias, the wife of his (still living) brother
Philip. John rebuked him for this, and Herod, under pressure from Herodias, had John
arrested, and eventually beheaded.
When John had been in prison for a while, he sent some of his followers to Jesus to ask,
"Are you he that is to come, or is there another?" One way of understanding the question
is as follows: "It was revealed to me that you are Israel's promised deliverer, and when I
heard this, I rejoiced. I expected you to drive out Herod and the Romans, and rebuild
the kingdom of David. But here I sit in prison, and there is no deliverance in sight?
Perhaps I am ahead of schedule, and you are going to throw out the Romans next year.
Perhaps I have misunderstood, and you have a different mission, and the Romans bit
will be done by someone else. Please let me know what is happening."
Jesus replied by telling the messengers, "Go back to John, and tell him what you have
seen, the miracles of healing and other miracles, and say, 'Blessed is he who does not
lose faith in me.'" He then told the crowds: "John is a prophet and more than a prophet.
He is the one spoken of in Malachi 3:1, the messenger who comes to prepare the way of
the LORD. No man born of woman is greater than John, but the least in the Kingdom of
God is greater than John."
This has commonly been understood to mean that John represents the climax of the
long tradition of Jewish prophets looking forward to the promised deliverance, but that
the deliverance itself is a greater thing. John is the climax of the Law. He lives in the
wilderness, a life with no frills where food and clothing are concerned. He has
renounced the joys of family life, and dedicated himself completely to his mission of
preaching, of calling people to an observance of the law, to ordinary standards of virtue.
In terms of natural goodness, no one is better than John. But he represents Law, not
Grace. Among men born of woman, among the once-born, he has no superior. But
anyone who has been born anew in the kingdom of God has something better than what
John symbolizes. (Note that to say that John symbolizes something short of the
Kingdom is not to say that John is himself excluded from the Kingdom.)
Traditionally, the Birth of Jesus is celebrated on 25 December. That means that the
Birth of John is celebrated six months earlier on 24 June. The appearance of Gabriel to
Mary, being assumed to be nine months before the birth of Jesus, is celebrated on 25
March and called the Annunciation, and the appearance of Gabriel to Zechariah in the
Temple is celebrated by the East Orthodox on 23 September. At least for Christians in
the Northern Hemisphere, these dates embody a rich symbolism.
From text by James Kiefer
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Evening Prayer
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

Friday, June 24, 2022

Service of Light
The Officiant says:
People

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one
lights a lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for
everyone in the house. And you, like the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men,
so that they may see the good you do, and give glory to your Father in
heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16
The Officiant then says:

Let us pray.
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Officiant says:

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.” John 8:12

Confession of Sin
The Officiant then says:

Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by
his infinite goodness and mercy.
Silence may be kept. Officiant and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The Officiant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant:
Lord, open our lips.
People:
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People:

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.

O Gracious Light
Phos hilaron
Lector O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
Psalm 85

Benedixisti, Domine
Officiant 1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.
3 You have withdrawn all your fury *
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.
4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; *
let your anger depart from us.
5 Will you be displeased with us forever? *
will you prolong your anger from age to age?
6 Will you not give us life again, *
that your people may rejoice in you?
7 Show us your mercy, O LORD, *
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and grant us your salvation.
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Readings

A period of silence will follow each reading.

First Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11

The people remain seated.
Lector: A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry
to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the
Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry
out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord
blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the
word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it
up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes
with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before
him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
Reader
Here ends the Reading.
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Canticle A Song in Praise of Wisdom
Officiant: Wisdom is a reflection of eternal light, *

a flawless mirror of God’s activity,
an image of divine goodness.
Though Wisdom is only one, *
she can accomplish everything;
remaining self-contained, *
she transforms all around her.
In every generation *
Wisdom enlightens holy souls,
making them friends of God, *
making them prophets.
For God loves nothing so much *
as the person who lives with Wisdom.
She is more radiant than the sun, *
and outshines every constellation.
She excels daylight by far, for day is eclipsed by night; *
but evil does not overshadow Wisdom.
She spans the earth from pole to pole *
and orders all things well.
Second Reading
Acts 13:14b-26
Lector: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
On the Sabbath day Paul and his company went into the synagogue at Antioch and sat
down. After the reading of the law and the prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent
them a message, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people,
give it.” So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak: “You Israelites, and others
who fear God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and made the
people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out
of it. For about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. After he had destroyed
seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance for about
four hundred fifty years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet
Samuel. Then they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the
tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. When he had removed him, he made
David their king. In his testimony about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to
be a man after my heart, who will carry out all my wishes.’ Of this man’s posterity God
has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised; before his coming John had already
proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was finishing
his work, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but one is coming
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.’ My brothers, you
descendants of Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, to us the message of this
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salvation has been sent.”
Reader
Here ends the Reading.
Canticle N
Officiant: A Song of God’s Love

Beloved, let us love one another, *
for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, *
for God is Love.
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *
that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Jesus Christ.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *
and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.
Beloved, since God loved us so much, *
we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *
and God’s love will be perfected in us.
Gospel Reading

Luke 1:57-80

Lector: A Reading from Luke.

The time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the
eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah
after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her,
“None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find
out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name
is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his
tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors,
and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who
heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the
hand of the Lord was with him. Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit
and spoke this prophecy: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably
on his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of
his servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that
we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he has
shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, the
oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the
hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before
him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will
go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by
the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will
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break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to
guide our feet into the way of peace.” The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he
was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Canticle J
Officiant: A Song of Judith

I will sing a new song to my God, *
for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible.
Let the whole creation serve you, *
for you spoke and all things came into being.
You sent your breath and it formed them, *
no one is able to resist your voice.
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, *
rocks melt like wax at your presence.
But to those who fear you, *
you continue to show mercy.
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, *
but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever.
Homily

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers
Officiant
Hear our cry, O God.
People
And listen to our prayer.
Officiant
Let us pray.
Officiant and People:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant and People say responsively

B.
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great
judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of NN. and all
your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

Collect of the Day
The Officiant then says

Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born,
and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so
to follow his teaching and holy life, that we may truly repent according to his preaching;
and, following his example, constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently
suffer for the truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays
O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for
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you, that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the
morrow give you glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Protection
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor,
and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and
humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the
morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in
the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed
in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary,
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your
love’s sake. Amen.

Office Hymn

LEVAS 20

When We All Get to Heaven

11

Evening Prayer - The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

Prayers of the People
Lector We pray for an end to the brutal war in the Ukraine and for the restoration of

peace to that land. We pray for peace in Afghanistan, Ethiopia, and all nations of
the world. O Lord, let your Holy Spirit guide us to a path of peace. May the
Church say Amen! Amen!

We pray for an end to gun violence in this city and all communities. We pray for
those who are victims of antisemitism, systemic racism, or any form of prejudice.
We pray for LGBTQA people as they face increasing hostility from some who
claim to be ‘Christians’ yet refuse to love their neighbors. O Lord, let your Holy
Spirit guide us into a path of reconciliation. May the Church say Amen! Amen!
We pray for those addicted to drugs, alcohol, or prescription medicines. We pray
for those who are beset with loneliness, who are bereft of hope, who can barely
make it from paycheck to paycheck. We pray for the hungry in this neighborhood,
those who cannot afford diapers for their children, and those who need clothes. O
Lord, let your Holy Spirit guide us into a path of helping our neighbors heal,
survive, and thrive. May the Church say Amen! Amen!
We pray for those show work in our schools, health care facilities, rehabilitation
centers, and those who stock our supermarket shelves. We pray for those still
struggle with COVID-19.We pray for those who have lost loved ones and we pray
for all who died in the pandemic. O Lord, let your Holy Spirit guide us into a path
of healing and renewal. May the Church say Amen! Amen
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The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Announcements
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